Spontaneous rupture of pancreatic metastasis from renal cell carcinoma.
We report the case of a 53-year-old female who was admitted for sudden abdominal pain. Her right kidney was resected in 1993 due to renal cell carcinoma. Abdominal computed tomography performed in September 2002, while she was placed under observation, revealed a tumor 40 mm in size that extended from the head to the body of the pancreas. Abdominal ultrasonography on admission indicated retention of ascites, and the aspirated ascites was bloody. Based on this result, spontaneous rupture of a pancreatic tumor was strongly suspected. On abdominal contrast-enhanced computed tomography, multiple tumors were clearly visualized in the pancreas. Angiography revealed high-density tumor in the early arterial phase. The results of endocrinological tests were normal. Accordingly, the patient was diagnosed with multiple pancreatic metastases of renal cell carcinoma, and total pancreatectomy was performed. Histopathologically, the tumor resected was clear cell carcinoma and corresponded to the renal cell carcinoma resected in 1993. This is a rare case of pancreatic metastasis of renal cell carcinoma that resulted in spontaneous rupture 9 years after nephrectomy.